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(57) ABSTRACT

A receiving part for receiving a rod for coupling the rod to a
bone anchoring element includes a receiving part body
including a first end and a second end, and having a substan-
tially U-shaped recess at the first end forming a channel for
receiving the rod, and an accommodation space for accom-
modating a head of the bone anchoring element, the accom-
modation space having an opening at the second end for
introducing the head; and a pressure element arranged at least
partially in the accommodation space, the pressure element
including a first section having a second recess for receiving
the rod, and a second section having a flexible portion to
clamp the head, the first section and the second section being
fixed relative to each other, wherein said pressure element is
insertable from the opening.

25 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
RECEIVING PART FOR RECEIVING A ROD
FOR COUPLING THE ROD TO A BONE
ANCHORING ELEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/233,406, filed Aug. 12,
2009, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence in their entirety, and claims priority to European Patent
Application EP 09 167 751.8, filed Aug. 12, 2009, the con-
tents of which are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The invention relates to a receiving part for receiving a rod
for coupling the rod to a bone anchoring element. The receiv-
ing part includes a receiving part body with a channel for
receiving a rod and an accommodation space for accommo-
dating a head of a bone anchoring element, and a pressure
element for clamping the head. The accommodation space
has an opening at a bottom side for inserting the pressure
element and for inserting the head.

2. Description of Related Art

Various designs of polyaxial bone screws are known
wherein a head is clamped from the side to lock a rotational
position of the bone screw.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,672,176 describes a bone screw with a
receiving part with a conically shaped seat and a conically
shaped pressure element which exerts a pressure onto the
head from above and from the side.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,669,911 describes a polyaxial orthopaedic
device for use with a rod implant apparatus. The device
includes a screw having a curvate head, a locking collar
disposed therearound, and a receiving member having a lin-
early tapered socket in which the screw and the collar are
nested. The collar is introduced from the top of the receiving
member. The head of the screw can be inserted from the
bottom.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,063,090 relates to a device used to connect
a longitudinal support to a pedicle screw by an accommodat-
ing head having a channel to accommodate the longitudinal
support. The pedicle screw and the accommodating head are
connected via a conical collate chuck in the accommodating
head and by a spherical head on the pedicle screw. The device
allows engagement of the pedicle screw in the accommodat-
ing head after the pedicle screw has been inserted into the
bone.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the invention provide an improved receiv-
ing part for receiving a rod for coupling the rod to a bone
anchoring element, and a bone anchoring device with such a
receiving part, where the embodiments have fewer parts, a
low profile, and provide for improved handling during sur-
gery.

Embodiments of the invention provide a receiving part
including a receiving part body including a first end and a
second end, and having a substantially U-shaped recess at the
first end forming a channel for receiving a rod, and an accom-
modation space for accommodating a head of a bone anchor-
ing element, the accommodation space having an opening at
the second end for introducing the head; and a pressure ele-
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ment arranged at least partially in the accommodation space,
the pressure element including a first section having a second
recess for receiving the rod, and a second section having a
flexible portion to clamp the head, the first section and the
second section being fixed relative to each other, wherein said
pressure element is insertable from the opening, a bone
anchoring device including such a receiving part, and a
method of using such a receiving part.

For the receiving part according to an embodiment of the
invention, the pressure element has a slim design which
allows it to be introduced from the bottom into the receiving
part body. An internal end stop within the receiving part body
may form an abutment for the pressure element to be posi-
tioned in an insertion position for the head. Therefore, there
may be no additional components for holding the pressure
element in the insertion position.

In some embodiments, the receiving part has a low profile
and improved or maximum stiffness, since a wall thickness of
the receiving part body can be increased due to the slim
design of the pressure element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the description of embodiments using
the accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective exploded view of a first
embodiment of the bone anchoring device.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the bone anchoring
device of FIG. 1 in an assembled state.

FIG. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of the bone anchoring
device of FIG. 1, the section being taken perpendicular to a
rod axis.

FIG. 4 shows an enlarged perspective view of a pressure
element according to an embodiment of the bone anchoring
device.

FIG. 5 shows a cross-sectional view of the pressure ele-
ment according to FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 shows a side view of the pressure element of FI1G. 4.

FIG. 7 shows a bottom view of the pressure element of FIG.
4.

FIGS. 8a to 8d show schematic views of design modifica-
tions of a pressure element and a receiving part body in a
locking position according to embodiments of the bone
anchoring device.

FIGS. 9a and 95 show schematic views of a further design
modification of the pressure element and the receiving por-
tion in a pre-locking position and a locking position, respec-
tively, according to an embodiment of the bone anchoring
device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a bone anchoring device
according to a first embodiment includes a bone anchoring
element 1 in the form of a bone screw having a threaded shaft
2 and a head 3, which in this embodiment is a spherical
segment-shaped head. The head 3 has a recess 4 for engage-
ment with a screwing-in tool. The bone anchoring device
further includes a receiving part body 5 for receiving a rod 6
to connect the rod to the bone anchoring element 1. Further, a
closure element 7, in the form of an inner screw or set screw
in some embodiments, is provided for securing the rod 6 in the
receiving part body 5. In addition, the bone anchoring device
includes a pressure element 8 for locking the head 3 in the
receiving part body 5.
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The receiving part body 5 is now explained with reference
to FIGS. 1 to 3. The receiving part body 5 includes a first end
5a and a second end 55, and an axis of symmetry M passes
through the first and the second end. A bore 9, which is
coaxial with the axis of symmetry M, extends from the first
end 5a to the second end 5. The bore 9 may have a smallest
diameter at, about, or adjacent to its middle section 91 in a
center region of the receiving part body 5. In a first region
adjacent to the first end Sa, the receiving part body 5 has a
U-shaped recess 10, which may be symmetric with respect to
the symmetry axis M. The recess 10 has a bottom which may
be directed towards the second end 56 and provides two free
lateral legs 11a, 115 extending towards the first end Sa. In the
region of the legs 11a, 115 an internal thread 12 may be
provided which may cooperate with the closure element 7,
which in this embodiment is a set screw. A channel formed by
the U-shaped recess 10 is sized so as to receive the rod 6
therein, the rod for connecting a plurality of bone anchoring
devices.

At a second region near the second end 55, the receiving
part body 5 has a narrowing portion 13, which narrows in a
direction towards the second end 5b. The narrowing portion
13 provides a seat for the screw head and the pressure ele-
ment. The narrowing portion 13 is located at a distance from
the second end 55 to, for example, enable the screw shaft 2 to
be pivoted in a certain pivot angle range. An opening 14 is
provided at the second end 55, the diameter of which may be
the same as or larger than the diameter of the narrowing
portion 13 in some embodiments. Between the narrowing
portion 13 and the middle portion 91 of the bore 9, a portion
with an inner diameter larger than the diameter of the narrow-
ing portion 13 is provided, which forms a space 15 for allow-
ing the pressure element to expand, as described later. At its
side opposite to the narrowing portion 13, the space 15 con-
nects to the middle section 91 of the bore 9 having the smaller
diameter, thereby providing a circular shoulder 16.

The middle section 91 of the bore 9 includes a circular
projection 17 at its side opposite to the space 15, which can
also act as a stop, as described below in more detail.

As can be seen in FIGS. 1 and 3 to 7, a pressure element 8
according to an embodiment of the invention includes a first
section 81 which is substantially cylindrical and has an outer
diameter which may be slightly smaller than the inner diam-
eter of the middle section 91 of the bore 9, so that the pressure
element 8 is movable in the bore 9. It further has a second
section 82, which has a hollow interior 83 which is substan-
tially spherically-shaped and is sized to clamp the spherical
head 3 therein. The outer diameter of the first section 81 may
be, as can be seen in FIG. 3, smaller than an outer diameter of
the head 3 and a largest outer diameter of the second section
82 is greater than the outer diameter of the cylindrical section
81. A free end of the second section 82 provides an opening 84
for introduction of the head 3. Further, the second section 82
may have a plurality of slits 85 extending from the edge of the
opening 84 through the second section 82 to define or form
slightly resilient legs 90. The number and the dimension of
the slits 85 may be such that the wall of the second portion is
flexible enough to snap onto the head 3 when the head 3 is
being inserted. The slits 85 can extend into the first cylindrical
section 81 as shown in the figures to enhance flexibility. The
outer wall surface of the second section 82 may include a first
portion 86 which may be spherically-shaped, and a second
portion 87 adjacent to the opening 84 which may be tapered or
curved or otherwise narrowing towards the opening 84. The
portion 87 cooperates with the narrowing portion 13 of the
receiving part body when the head is locked in the receiving
part body.
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Further, the pressure element has a coaxial bore 88 for
providing access to the screw head by a tool. The first section
81 may have at its free end a cylindrically-shaped or cylinder
segment-shaped recess 89 for receiving the rod 6 therein.

The dimensions of the pressure element 8 are such that the
pressure element 8 can be inserted through the opening 14 at
the second end 56 of the receiving part body 5, with the
cylindrical first section 81 inserted first. When the second
section 82 passes through the opening 14, it may be com-
pressed due to the flexibility of the second section 82, or the
legs 90 thereof, which allows the pressure element 8 to be
fully introduced into the receiving part body 5.

The pressure element 8 can be pushed into the receiving
part body 5 until an upper edge of the first section 81 abuts
against the stop 17 provided by the annular projection in the
receiving part body 5. When the pressure element is in this
position, the flexible second section 82 is located in the por-
tion between the middle section 91 of bore 9 and the narrow-
ing portion 13 of the receiving part body 5. In this position, a
free space in the space 15 between the outer wall of the second
section 82 of the pressure element and the inner wall of the
receiving part body 5 provides room for the flexible second
section 82 to expand when the head 3 is inserted.

A depth of the cylindrical recess 89 of the pressure element
is smaller than a radius of the rod 6, so that the pressure
element can be pressed down by means of screwing-in the
inner screw 7, which presses onto the rod 6, which in turn
presses onto the pressure element 8. The pressure element 8 is
oriented in the receiving part body 5 such that its cylindrical
recess 89 is aligned with the U-shaped recess of the receiving
part body 5.

The material of which the components of the bone anchor-
ing device are made is preferably a body compatible metal,
such as stainless steel or titanium, or a body compatible alloy
such as a nickel titanium alloy, in particular Nitinol. However,
body compatible plastic materials, such as medical-grade
polyether ether ketone (PEEK), can also be used.

In use, first, the pressure element 8 is introduced via the
bottom opening 14 into the receiving part body 5 until it abuts
against stop 17. This can be done either by the surgeon, or
before so that the receiving part body is preassembled with
the pressure element 8. Thereafter, the head 3 is introduced
through the bottom opening and pushes the pressure element
8 upwards against stop 17. This is the insertion position,
which allows the screw head 3 to be introduced through the
opening 84 into the pressure element 8, thereby widening the
hollow interior 83, or the legs 90 respectively, until the pres-
sure element 8 snaps onto the head 3. This can be done either
before screwing the threaded shaft 2 into the bone, or after
having screwed in the threaded shaft 2 into the bone, to mount
the receiving part body 5, with the pressure element inside,
onto the head 3. When the head 3 is inserted, it can still pivot
within the pressure element 8 if the flexible section 82 is not
compressed. A plurality of bone anchoring devices may be
implanted into the bone(s), for example, in the pedicles of
adjacent vertebrae, and the rod 6 may be inserted into the bone
anchoring devices, respectively. Angular positions of the
receiving part bodies may then be adjusted. Finally, the set
screw 7 for each bone anchoring device may be tightened,
thereby pressing down the rod 6 onto the respective pressure
elements, which are pressed down until the second portion 87
of the outer wall of the second section 82 of each pressure
element engages with the narrowing portion 13 of the respec-
tive receiving part bodies. In this condition, the head of each
bone anchoring device is clamped in an interior of the pres-
sure element, so that it is locked in a desired angular position.
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FIGS. 8a to 84 show various designs of the narrowing
portion 13 of the receiving part body 5 and the portion 87 of
the pressure element 8 which engages the narrowing portion
13 according to embodiments of the invention. FIG. 8a shows
the two portions tapering lineally at substantially a same
angle. This provides a substantially even pressure distribution
between the second portion 87 of the pressure element 8 and
the narrowing portion 13 of the receiving part body 5. FIG. 86
and FIG. 8¢ show two different designs where the respective
portions are tapered at different angles. FIG. 86 shows a main
contact area at a bottom of the narrowing portion 13, and FIG.
8¢ shows a main contact area at a top of the narrowing portion
13. FIG. 84 shows a tapering second portion 87 of the pres-
sure element 8 and a rounded portion 13 of the receiving part
body, wherein a curvature of the rounded portion is directed
towards a center of the receiving part body 5. With such a
configuration, a contact area positioned at the rounded por-
tion can be achieved.

In FIGS. 9a and 956 a narrowing portion 13' of a modified
example of a receiving part body 5 has a double spherical
radius formed by two curved portions 13a, 135 on top of (i.e.,
adjacent to) each other, with a groove 13¢ therebetween. A
curvature of the curved portions are directed towards the
central axis M. Correspondingly, a modified pressure element
8' has at its lower end two invertedly curved portions 8a, 85
which correspond to the curved portions 13a, 135, with a crest
8¢ therebetween, and an outer crest 84 at an outer yielding
edge of the pressure element §'.

As shown in FIG. 9a, when the pressure element 8' moves
downward, its lower most edge 8d engages in the groove 13c¢.
In this position there is a frictional clamping of the head 3,
which still allows the head 3 to be pivoted upon exertion of a
force, where this force is greater than a force needed to pivot
the head 3 when the head 3 is introduced in an insertion
position. This may be characterized as a pre-locking condi-
tion. As shown in FIG. 95, by further pressing the pressure
element 8' downward, the curvatures of the pressure element
8' engage with the corresponding curvatures of the narrowing
portion 13" to finally lock the head 3.

Further modifications of the bone anchoring device are
possible. For example, in one embodiment the pressure ele-
ment 8 can have a recess corresponding to the cylindrical
recess 89 described above, which may be U-shaped and pro-
vides legs extending above the rod. A dual part closure ele-
ment can then be used to separately clamp the head and the
rod. A device for preventing the pressure element from rotat-
ing can be provided (not shown). Such a device can be rea-
lised, for example, by crimp bores or by a pin extending from
the wall into a recess (not shown) of the pressure element.

Further, in some embodiments, the abutment or stop 17, on
which a pressure element may abut after it is inserted through
the bottom opening and pushed further inwards, can be pro-
vided at other locations in the receiving part, for example, at
the circular shoulder 16, which may then interact with a
corresponding projecting part of the pressure element to pro-
vide an abutment for the pressure element.

While the present invention has been described in connec-
tion with certain exemplary embodiments, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodi-
ments, but is instead intended to cover various modifications
and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims, and equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A receiving part for receiving a rod for coupling the rod
to a bone anchoring element, the receiving part comprising:

a receiving part body having a first end, a second end, an

axis extending through the first end and the second end,
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a substantially U-shaped recess at the first end forming a
channel for receiving the rod, and an accommodation
space for accommodating a head of the bone anchoring
element, the accommodation space having an opening at
the second end for introducing the head; and

a pressure element configured to be arranged at least par-

tially in the accommodation space, the pressure element
comprising a first section having a second recess for
receiving the rod, and a second section having an
expandable portion to insert and clamp the head, the
pressure element having a slit extending from a free end
of the second section and having an opposite end spaced
apart from a free end of the first section, wherein the first
section and the second section are axially connected to
one another,

wherein the first and second sections of the pressure ele-

ment are insertable through the opening at the second
end of the receiving part body toward the first end of the
receiving part body, and wherein the first section of the
pressure element is configured to abut against a stop in
the receiving part body to position the expandable por-
tion in the accommodation space.

2. The receiving part of claim 1, wherein the first section of
the pressure element has a diameter smaller than a diameter of
the opening, and the second section of the pressure element
has a diameter larger than the diameter of the opening.

3. The receiving part of claim 2, wherein the expandable
portion is further configured to be compressible for insertion
through the opening.

4. The receiving part of claim 1, wherein in an insertion
position, the pressure element is positioned in the receiving
part body such that a space between an outer wall of the
expandable portion and an inner wall of the accommodation
space provides for widening of the expandable portion for
inserting the head.

5. The receiving part of claim 4, wherein in the insertion
position, the stop prevents further movement of the pressure
element toward the first end.

6. The receiving part of claim 5, wherein the stop com-
prises an annular projection inside the receiving part body.

7. The receiving part of claim 1, wherein the receiving part
body comprises a narrowing portion near the opening, the
narrowing portion configured to cooperate with a correspond-
ing portion of the pressure element to clamp the head.

8. The receiving part of claim 7, wherein at least one of the
narrowing portion of the receiving part body or the corre-
sponding portion of the pressure element is tapered.

9. The receiving part of claim 8, wherein both the narrow-
ing portion of the receiving part body and the corresponding
portion of the pressure element are tapered.

10. The receiving part of claim 8, wherein the other one of
the narrowing portion of the receiving part body or the cor-
responding portion of the pressure element is curved.

11. The receiving part of claim 7, wherein the narrowing
portion of the receiving part body comprises two adjacent
curved portions forming a groove therebetween, and the cor-
responding portion of the pressure element comprises two
corresponding adjacent curved portions forming an inner
crest therebetween and further comprising an edge crest
along an outer edge of one of the two corresponding adjacent-
curved portions, wherein the edge crest is configured to snap
into the groove in a first locking position of the pressure
element, and the inner crest is configured to snap into the
groove in a second locking position of the pressure element.
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12. The receiving part according to claim 1, wherein the
pressure element has a plurality of slits extending from the
free end of the second section towards the first section of the
pressure element.

13. The receiving part according to claim 12, wherein the
slits extend into the first section of the pressure element.

14. The receiving part of claim 1, wherein the receiving
part body has a bore extending between the first and second
ends, the bore including a hollow cylindrically shaped por-
tion, and wherein the accommodation space is positioned
between the opening and the hollow cylindrically shaped
portion.

15. The receiving part of claim 14, wherein the pressure
element includes a substantially cylindrically shaped portion
having a diameter corresponding to a diameter of the hollow
cylindrically shaped portion, such that the pressure element is
moveable along the axis of the receiving part body.

16. The receiving part of claim 14, wherein the accommo-
dation space has a larger diameter than a diameter of the
hollow cylindrically shaped portion.

17. The receiving part of claim 14, wherein the expandable
portion has a diameter larger than a diameter of the hollow
cylindrically shaped portion.

18. The receiving part of claim 1, further comprising a
closure element, wherein the receiving part body has a bore
extending between the first and second ends, and a thread at
the first end for engagement with the closure element for
fixing the rod in the channel.

19. The receiving part of claim 1, wherein when the pres-
sure element is in the receiving part body and the second
section of the pressure element is moved from a first position
to a second position closer to the second end of the receiving
part body, the second section is configured to apply a force on
the first section of the pressure element to move the first
section closer to the second end of the receiving part body.

20. A bone anchoring device comprising:

a bone anchoring element comprising a shaft and a head;

a receiving part for receiving a rod for coupling the rod to

the bone anchoring element, the receiving part compris-

ing:

a receiving part body having a first end, a second end, an
axis extending through the first end and the second
end, a substantially U-shaped recess at the first end
forming a channel for receiving the rod, and an
accommodation space for accommodating the head of
the bone anchoring element, the accommodation
space having an opening at the second end for intro-
ducing the head; and

a pressure element configured to be arranged at least
partially in the accommodation space, the pressure
element comprising a first section having a second
recess for receiving the rod, and a second section
having an expandable portion to insert and clamp the
head, the pressure element having a slit extending
from a free end of the second section and having an
opposite end spaced apart from a free end of the first
section, wherein the first section and the second sec-
tion are axially connected to one another; and

a closure element,

wherein the first and second sections of the pressure ele-

ment are insertable through the opening at the second
end of the receiving part body toward the first end of the
receiving part body, and wherein the first section of the
pressure element is configured to abut against a stop in
the receiving part body to position the expandable por-
tion in the accommodation space.
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21. A method for coupling a rod to a bone anchoring
element via a receiving part, the receiving part comprising a
receiving part body having a first end, second end, an axis
extending through the first end and the second end, a substan-
tially U-shaped recess at the first end forming a channel for
receiving the rod, and an accommodation space for accom-
modating a head of the bone anchoring element, the accom-
modation space having an opening at the second end for
introducing the head, and a pressure element configured to be
arranged at least partially in the accommodation space, the
pressure element comprising a first section having a second
recess for receiving the rod, and a second section having an
expandable portion to insert and clamp the head, the pressure
element having a slit extending from a free end of the second
section and having an opposite end spaced apart from a free
end of the first section, wherein the first section and the
second section are axially connected to one another, the
method comprising:
inserting the first and second sections of the pressure ele-
ment through the opening at the second end of the
receiving part body toward the first end of the receiving
part body until the first section of the pressure element
abuts against a stop in the receiving part body to position
the expandable portion in the accommodation space;

introducing the head through the opening into the pressure
element, wherein the expandable portion of the pressure
element expands in the accommodation space to accom-
modate the head;

inserting the rod into the channel;

adjusting an angular position of the receiving part with

respect to the bone anchoring element to be aligned with
the rod; and

advancing a closure element in the substantially U-shaped

recess towards the second end of the receiving part body,
the closure element advancing the rod towards the sec-
ond end, the rod advancing the pressure element towards
the second end,

wherein the closure element is advanced until it locks the

relative positions of the rod and the bone anchoring
element with respect to the receiving part.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising inserting
the bone anchoring element into a bone prior to introducing
the head through the opening into the pressure element.

23. The method of claim 21, further comprising inserting
the bone anchoring. element into a bone after introducing the
head through the opening into the pressure element.

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the closure element is
advanced to a pre-locking position prior to locking the rela-
tive positions of the rod and the bone anchoring element with
respect to the receiving part, wherein in the pre-locking posi-
tion, the head is frictionally clamped in the pressure element
such that the angular position of the receiving part with
respect to the bone anchoring element can be adjusted upon
exertion of a force on the bone anchoring element or the
receiving part that is greater than a force for adjusting the
angular position of the receiving part with respect to the bone
anchoring element prior to advancing the closure element to
the pre-locking position.

25. The method of claim 21, wherein the rod is inserted into
the respective channels of a plurality of receiving parts,
wherein the rod connects the plurality of receiving parts and
a corresponding plurality of bone anchoring elements to one
another.



